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About the Village

The Youth Village was established as a free
and innovative space designed to empower
Palestinian youth, enhance their capabilities,
and provide a safe environment for
expression and interaction. Since its
inception, the village has served as a unique
model for youth work and development,
hosting diverse training sessions and events
that brought together young people from
various Palestinian governorates. It has
worked to build awareness, foster a sense of
belonging, and empower the youth to play an
active role in their communities

Ongoing Attacks Without End

For the second consecutive year, the Youth
Village has been subjected to a series of
repeated attacks by settlers under the
protection of Israeli occupation forces. These
attacks have not been isolated or random
events; instead, they have followed a
systematic pattern aimed at undermining the
village's role and crippling its activities. This is
part of ongoing efforts to empty the area of
any active Palestinian presence




Theft of Property

The attacks have not been limited to
vandalism. Items from the village have also
been stolen, including training equipment,
furniture, and logistical tools. This points to a
deliberate attempt to strip the village of its
essential resources, rendering it unsuitable

for use

Restrictions and Bans on Activities and
Events

The occupation and its settlers have imposed
stringent restrictions on organizing events or
activities within the village. Any attempt to
hold meetings, training sessions, or youth
programs has been met with immediate bans
and threats of force, violating the
fundamental right of Palestinian youth to
gather, learn, and engage in community

participation

Ban on Presence Around the Village

In addition to the attacks inside the village,
access to its surrounding area has been
banned

Anyone attempting to approach the village is
subject to harassment and interrogation,
making reaching it a significant challenge for

those who manage or oversee the village



Tree Cutting at the Village Entrance
and Surrounding Lands

In another act of aggression, trees at the
entrance and surrounding areas of the village
have been cut down. This is part of a broader
effort to strip the region of its natural life
resources

Ban on Access to the Surrounding
Forest

Access to the forest around the Youth Village
has also been restricted, contributing to a
siege-like situation. This hampers movement
and freedom of mobility, making it even more
challenging to continue various activities
within this free space

Olive Harvest Ban

In the first year, a ban was imposed on the
olive harvest in the Youth Village, where
participants were met with gunfire and tear
gas from the Israeli occupation forces. This
ban was part of a broader policy of restricting
Palestinian farmers' access to their lands,
severely impacting their livelihoods and
agricultural life in the area

This pressure on the village and the farmers is

In the second year, the olive harvest took
place, but with the participation of European
Union ambassadors, which may have been
aimed at highlighting the struggles of Pales-
tinian farmers. However, attacks continued,
as many farmers in surrounding areas near
the settlement zone were prevented from har-
vesting their olives. This reflects the ongoing
efforts of the occupation to restrict access to
Palestinian agricultural lands and to depopu-
late the region of its Palestinian inhabitants

part of the occupation’s policy of creating a
new settlement reality, which constitutes a vi-
olation of the fundamental rights of Palestin-
ians to use their land and preserve their liveli-
hoods



Construction of Settlement Roads
and Infrastructure Enhancement

As part of plans to control the region, the
occupation is constructing new settlement
roads around the village and enhancing
infrastructure to serve the settlements. This is
a step toward imposing a new settlement
reality and tightening the noose on
Palestinian presence

Settlers and Army: Organized Attacks

These attacks are not random but a result of
clear systematic coordination between
settlers and Israeli occupation forces. Settlers
are allowed to attack and vandalize under the
protection of soldiers, with no accountability
or consequences. This reflects a coordinated
strategy aimed at undermining all

independent Palestinian initiatives




The Stance of Sharek Youth Forum

The Sharek Youth Forum strongly condemns
these ongoing attacks and affirms that the
Youth Village will remain standing despite all
challenges. The continued attacks directly
contradict international law and constitute a
flagrant violation of fundamental rights
guaranteed under international law,
including the right to engage in youth, civil,
and community activities

These attacks represent a breach of rights
protected by international law, including the
rights to freedom of expression, organization,
and participation in community activities.
They aim to undermine Palestinian efforts to
empower youth and enhance their active
participation in society. The forum calls for:

mlegal and international action to expose these violations to the public and human rights
organizations

mincreased presence and activities in the village, despite harassment, to prevent the imposition
of a fait accompli

mOrganizing local and international solidarity campaigns to support the village and ensure its
continued existence as a pioneering Palestinian youth initiative

nThe Youth Village will remain a symbol of youth work, volunteerism, and creativity, and these
attacks will not succeed in silencing the voice of Palestinian youth or breaking their will
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