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Newsletter, published by

NEWS LETTER Sharek Youth Forum, 2011

We at Sharek Youth Forum contribute to building and developing the capacity of the youth to take on a leadership role
in developing society through empowerment and advocacy programs based on volunteerism and youth initiatives which
promote equality and human rights.

SHAREK YOUTH FORUM | Periodical Etectronic
DA

a Callfor
ational

econciliation

On December 21, 2011 Sharek hosted the 'Call for National Reconciliation’, the latest event in the youth
campaign highlighting theimportance of Palestinian solidarity between all political, religious and social factions.
The event specifically targeted the relationship between the West Bank and Gaza, calling on authorities in both

regions to set aside their differences and work together under the united banner of Palestine.

In the presence of Fatah central committee member
Mr. Abbas Zaki, Hamas Head of Legislative Council
Mr. Aziz Dweik, and Sharek Executive Director Bader
Zamareh the event highlighted the problems that
are caused by the lack of unity, including poverty
and unemployment, as well as a general lack of

optimism in the youth of Palestine today.
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The €vVentwasattended
by over 500 young

menandWomen

,who are passionate about this particular cause, as
well as a number of political factions, all striving to
work together for unity within Palestine.

The overriding message brought forward from
this festival was that the most important issue to
Palestinians today is to end the division between
Fatah and Hamas in Gaza. The division has had
severe effects on the people of Gaza and it needs
to be remedied immediately.

Bader Zamareh stated that, “The call for National Reconciliation is vital for the future
of Palestine. We need to create a government based on a united Palestine. He also
called for the immediate release of all political prisoners.

Abbas Zaki agreed, stating that, “We do not need merely slogans, we need to work
together for our own country”. He also requested the youth of Palestine and Sharek to
continue to push this issue.

Aziz Dweikwas quotedinsaying that, ‘Reconciliationis afundamentalaspectto
Palestinian livelihood and that the wheels of reconciliation are already in motion.”
The day was concluded with a poetry reading and dabke dancing.
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